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THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



The Transatlantic poets give us interesting mention 
of the American birds. Bryant speaks of the "notes 
of joy from the hang-bird and wren ; " and Longfellow 
tells how 

" Through the trees 
The golden robin moves. The purple finch, 
That on wild cherry and red cedar feeds, 
A winter bird, comes with its plaintive whistle, 
And pecks by the witch-hazel, whilst aloud 
From cottage roofs the warbling blue-bird sings." 

The same poet has described, at full length, a bird 

known to us Europeans by name : — 

" Then from a neighbouring thicket the mocking-bird, 
wildest of singers, 

Swinging aloft on a willow spray that hung o'er the water, 

Shook from his little throat such floods of delicious music, 

That the whole air, and the woods, and the waves seemed 
silent to listen. 

Plaintive at first were the tones and sad ; then soaring to 
madness 

Seemed they to follow or guide the revel of frenzied 
Bacchantes. 

Then single notes were heard, in sorrowful, low lament- 
ation ; 

Till, having gathered them all, he flung them abroad in 
derision, 

As when, after a storm, a gust of wind through the tree- 
tops 

Shakes down the rattling rain in a crystal shower on the 
branches." 

And farther on, he instances another native songster 
of the American forests : — 
" Loud, and sudden, and near, the note of a whip-poor- 

Will sounded 
Like a flute in the woods ; and anon, through the 

neighbouring thickets, 
Farther and farther away it floated and dropped into 

silence." 



Sixteen Ounces, for Four-pence ; and Two-pence for 
every additional Eight Ounces. 

Any packet, not open at both ends, and containing a 
manuscript letter, or writing of any kind, with the printed 
matter, will be charged double the postage to which it 
would he liable as a single package. 



POSTAGE OF NEWSPAPERS AND BOOKS. 

The new Treasury warrant for the conveyance, by post, 
of newspapers, books, and all printed matter, came into 
action on Monday, the 11th inst. The following are the 
chief regulations specified in the wairaut : — 

All packets, consisting of printed books, publications, 
or works of literature, or art, posted in the United King- 
dom, if not exceeding Four Ounces in weight, will be 
conveyed, by post, within the United Kingdom, for One 
Penny. 

From Four Ounces, and not exceeding Eight Ounces, 
the charge will be Two-pence. 

From Eight Ounces, and not exceeding One Pound 
(16 ounces), the charge will be Four-pence. 

From One Pound, to One Pound and a Half, Six- 
pence. 

From One Pound and a Half to Two Pounds, Eight- 
pence. 

For every additional Half Pound above the weight of 
Two Pounds, an additional charge of Two-pence will be 
levied upon every half pound. 

No packet exceeding the dimensions of Two Feet, will 
be conveyed through the Post. 

No writing allowed upon the printed works posted. 

The warrant also authorizes the sending all manuscripts 
(not being correspondence), almanacks, prints, maps, on 
paper, canvass, or cloth, and any description of paper, 
parchment, or vellum, with any binding, mounting, or co- 
vering, and any cases, or rollers of prints, or maps book- 
markers, pencils, pens, or other articles usually appertain- 
ing to any such book or publication, under the weight of 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The late hour at which Advertisements reach us, interferes 

much with their proper classification. 
We cannot undertake to return offered contributions ; the 

authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies. 
Cantieus will be answered in our next. 
A Constant Reader is informed that we have heard that 

the original English version of the words to Haydn's 

Creation was written in Germany ; but by whom is not 

known. 



38rtef Chronicle of the last ^Fortnight. 

Philharmonic Society. — On Monday, the 11th inst., 
the seventh concert took place, when the music was " by 
command," Her Majesty honouring it by her presence. 
Madame Clara Novello and Signor Belletti were the vo- 
calists on the occasion, and the former sang a scena and an 
aria eminently calculated for displaying her varied powers 
of voice and -expression. Weber's grand dramatic song, 
" Ocean, thou mighty monster," and Cherubini's divine 
strain, "Ave Maria" (with clarinet obligato), were, each 
in their several styles, perfection. The symphonies were 
Mozart's " Jupiter," and Beethoven's No. 8. The over- 
tures, Macfarren's " Chevy Chase," Wagner's " Tann- 
hauser," and Cherubini's " Anacreon." 

The Hereford Musical Festival for the benefit of 
the widows and orphans of the clergy of the dioceses of 
Hereford, Gloucester, and Worcester, will be held in the 
Cathedral and Shire Hall, on August 21st and three 
following days. 

The English Glee and Madrigal Union gave their 
" Annual Series of Morning Concerts " on May 28th, 
June 4th, and June 11th, this season. 

Miss Dolby and Mr. Lindsay Sloper's annual grand 
concert took place on the 13th inst. As usual, they pro- 
vided a good orchestra, and a varied programme, for the 
entertainment of their patrons and supporters. 

Crystal Palace.— The company gave a Morning Con- 
cert of miscellaneous music on June 4th, at which Madame 
Alboni was to have made her first London appearance this 
year, in company with other foreign artists. The latter 
only appeared, as indisposition prevented Madame 
Alboni's attendance. We use the word " appeared " 
advisedly, as the solo performers, whether vocal or instru- 
mental, were not so much heard as seen. Even Signor 
Bottesini's double-bass fantasia was rather a dumb- show 
performance than the treat which it usually is to an 
audience. But fortunately there is always sufficient 
resource of varied entertainment on this spot, to put the 
public in good humour, and console them for any 
disappointment. 

Atherstone. — Mr. and Mrs. Paget gave a concert of 
vocal music in the Corn Exchange, in aid of the funds of 
the Atherstone Literary Institution. They were assisted 
by Mrs. Bull, of Birmingham, Mr. Bickley, of the 
Cathedra!, Lichfield, and, gratuitously, by Mr. Beech 
(a gentleman amateur), and Mr. W. Brooks, the organist, 
who ably presided at the pianoforte. Notwithstanding 
the unfavorable state of the weather, there was a large and 
respectable audience, who were enthusiastic in their 
appreciation of the excellent entertainment provided for 
them. At the close of the conceit, the Rev. F. H. 
Richings, Chairman of the institution, rose, and passed 
a high encomium upon the evening's entertainment. 
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Brief Chrosicie.— Continued from page 38. 

Signor Campana's Matinee Musicale took place. " by 
the kind permission of the Right Honorable Lord Ward," 
in the Dudley Gallery, Egyptian Hall. Some of Signor 
Campana's vocal compositions were introduced to the 
English musical world on the occasion, and were entrusted 
to the able interpretation of Madame Clara Novello, Signor 
Belletti, Signor Marras, &c. A romanza, from an opera 
entitled Maze f pa, struck us as pecunally graceful; and 
was sung by Madame Clara Novello with her usual ex- 
cellent judgment and appropriate style. 

Folkestone. — The inauguration of a new organ at 
Christ Church (the gift of Lady Peareth, a resident of the 
neighbourhood), was celebrated on June 1st, when Mr. 
George Cooper presided at the instrument, assisted by the 
following members of the choir of Canterbury Cathedral : — 
Masters Eastes and Jones, and Messrs. Manning, Eastes, 
and Gough. The organ is built by Messrs. Gray and 
Davison ; and Mr. Roberts, of Folkstone, is appointed 
organist. 

Stow-on-the-Wold. — Mr. Fletcher, with some pro- 
fessional and amateur assistance, gave a Musical Evening 
on May 31st, which appears to have given entire satis- 
faction to all present. 

Durham.— A large number of gentlemen and working 
men met in the Blue Coat School-room, and passed rules 
for the establishment of a society " for the promotion of 
vocal music among the working classes and others." 
Archdeacon Thorp, Warden of the University, was chosen 
president, and in a neat speech drew attention to the 
influence of music as a means of education and general 
improvement, and its high position among the liberal arts. 
A committee, consisting principally of working men, was 
chosen, and power given them to make minor arrange- 
ments. Mr. Orlando Stimpson was chosen as their teacher 
of music. It was resolved that instruction should be given 
by means of elementary classes, and an opportunity of 
practice to those who already possess some knowledge in 
vocal music, both sacred and secular. Ordinary members 
are to pay four shillings a year; boys, two shillings; 
amateur members (gentlemen), five shillings a year, and 
five shillings entrance fee. This society owes its origin 
to the Rev. James Raine, who was elected vice-president, 
and to whom the thanks of the meeting were given, as 
having supplied a want which has long been felt, and 
established a society which is calculated to be of the 
greatest service to the citizens of Durham. 

Worcester. — The Harmonic Society did themselves 
honor by an excellent performance of Mendelssohn's St. 
Paul, on the 25th May. The effective execution of such a 
work is no light task for a choral force composed of ama- 
teurs; and much praise is due to them for acquitting 
themselves so well, and doing credit to the careful atten- 
tion of their conductor, Mr. Done. The solo singers were 
Miss Henderson, and Messrs. Mason and Thomas, of the 
Worcester Cathedral choir. Mr. Tirbutt, organist of 

Bromsgrove church, presided at the organ The seventh 

of the Monday evening concerts took place on the 28th 
May. It was pleasant to notice that the children of the 
All Saints' Sunday Schools were enabled to enjoy this 
cheap musical entertainment ; the worthy mayor, Mr. 
Goodwin, kindly furnishing the means of their admission. 

Fulneck (near Leeds).— Mr. Sewell, the musical pro- 
fessor at Fulneck, had the honor of presenting a copy of 
his " Grand Jubilee Cantata " to Her Majesty and Prince 
Albert, which was graciously accepted. 

York. — The Choral Society gave its last concert of the 
season on the 16'th May. There were about 1500 present. 
Mrs. Sunderland, and Mr. Wynn, of Bradford, were the 
principal vocalists. 

Portsmouth. — Mr. Edwards gave a concert at the 
Green Row Rooms, which was well attended. 



Stockport.— The Choral Society performed Handel's 
oratorio of Judas Maccabtzus, on the 22nd May, for the 
benefit of one of the oldest singers in Stockport, whose 
increasing infirmities have lessened his means of sub- 
sistence. Mr. Robert Williamson, the conductor, being 
en J 1 ' °" account of domestic affliction, his office was 
filled by the chorus-master, Mr. Edmondson. The 
vocalists i were Miss Shaw, Miss Wild, Messrs. T. Wilkin- 
son, Hull, Edmondson, Meadows, Turner, and Ball. 

Hull.— The Vocal Society's second concert of the 
season was given on the 31st May; when, out of respect 
to the memory of Sir H. R. Bishop, the music was selected 
exclusively from his works. To Mr. Skelton's (the con- 
ductor s) untiring energy, and the corresponding exertions 
oi the members, is attributable the great popularity of 
these concerts. The society began five years ago with a 
dozen members ; it now musters 200, and 30 are on the 
list of applicants.— The organ at the Parish Church, Hull, 
was re-opened on the 23rd of last month, with full choral 
service, aided by a choir of 50 voices. The organ,— a very 
fine one of Schmidt's, with additions at various periods by 
Smetzler and England,— has been removed, rebuilt, and 
new stops added, including 16 ft. pedal pipes, by Messrs. 
Foster and Andrews, from a scheme and under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Skelton the organist; who displayed the 
improvements, Sec, of the organ in various opening and 
concluding voluntaries. 

Mr. Henry Leslie's Oratorio of Immanuel was per- 
formed at St. Martin's Hall, on the 30th May, for the 
benefit of The Home for Gentlewomen suffering from re- 
verse of fortune. Madame Clara Novello, Miss Dolby, 
Miss Amy Dolby, Mr. Sims Reeves, and Mr. Weiss, sus- 
tained the principal vocal parts ; while the orchestra 
comprised the principal performers of the band and chorus 
ot the Royal Italian Opera and Philharmonic Societies, 
assisted by members of the Sacred Harmonic Society. 
Mr. John Foster presided at the organ ; and the compose'r, 
Mr. Henry Leslie, conducted. 

Obituary.— It is with deep regret we record the death 
of the highly talented professor, Signor Luigi Negri, after 
a short illness, at the early age of fortv-two. He was for 
twenty years master at the Royal Academy of Music, and 
his loss will be severely felt, both as instructor and friend 



Published this day. 

NOVELLO'S CATALOGUE OF SACRED MUSIC, 
with English words. Gratis, or post free for one stamp. 



THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH.-A Musical Apostrophe 
by Edward Smyth Mercer. Price 2s. 
Fentum, 78, Strand.— N.B. Post-free for 24 stamps. 



SIR JOHN HAWKINS'S GENERAL HISTORY OF 
THE SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF MUSIC. 
Price 35s., bound in Two Volumes. Supplementary Volume 
of Portraits, 14s., in paper covers; 16s., bound in cloth. 

IN the present age, when public attention is so extensively 
directed towards the study and practice of Music, it has 
been thought that a new edition of SIR JOHN HAWKINS'S 
valuable HISTORY OF MUSIC would prove peculiarly ac- 
ceptable, as being by far the best history of the art extant. It 
was formerly a very scarce and expensive book, but the present 
price, 35s. bound in two volumes, places it w'.thin the reach 
of both amateur and professional musicians. The large subject 
of a History of Music, embracing heterogeneous matter, and the 
result of wide research, makes it a storehouse to which a defi- 
nite due is required to give ready access. This will be found 
in the new and compendious Indexes, which have been care- 
fully compiled, and added to the present edition. The whole 
matter occupies more than 1000 large pages of close print, with 
more than 200 wood-cuts, and provides the material for many 
a long winter evening's amusement by their perusal. ' 



